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is proud to offer
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Bible Say?
Sundays at
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730)

e Clothing give-
aways (call
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for days and
times)

e FourBible cor-
respondence
courses

e Bible study
courses on DVD

Address:

1035 N. Main St.
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42431

Telephone:

270.821.3544
E-mail:
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Web Site:
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Unless otherwise
indicated, every
article was written
by our preacher,
Russell M. Kline
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Singing is a Verbal Action
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anguage is defined by the rules thatechanical instruments of music in the:
govern its use. In order to be unworship they offer; whether such things:
derstood, speakers of any languagee authorized, or not. They argue that
must obey the rules of that language. Thabrshipping God with the addition of such:
is why “ebonics” never really got off to adevices sounds better than it does Withouit
good start. If one who is speaking or writhem and that their use appeals to thé
ing is to be properly understood, then heasses. But these feeble arguments cannot
must adhere to rules of the language hesimnd up to the test of Scripture. The lani
using. guage of the text reveals the will of God. :
That is also why God uses lan- In Ephesians 5:19, the Bible says,
guage to communicate with humanity. GotiSpeaking to yourselves in psalms and:
knows all about the laws of every languadeymns and spiritual songs..The lan-
and uses them to commu guage of the text clearly in-
cate His will in the cleare dicates that the singing we
and most concise way. It do in worship is intended to

Y7 will sing with the
igpirit; and | will sing

[92)
—_

easy for people to unde

,,with the understand-

stand what is meant, if the{f?g also.”

are told to “sing” a song ar
it is equally easy, if they a

‘2—1 Corinthians 14:15

be a verbalaction. The es-

sence of true worship is the

offering of a ‘sacrifice of
praise to God' which is de-

told to “play” a song. Easier still is wherscribed as the fruit of our lip§ (Heb.
people are told to “sing and play” a sond.3:15). Of course, our hearts and mindg
In the Bible, Christians are commanded #re to be focused on God, when we wor:
“sing” in the worship they offer the Lordship. Jesus indicated this in His criticisms
(1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Noef the religious hypocrisy of His time:
where in the New Testament are Christiati$his people honoureth me with their lips,s
commanded to “play,” or to “sing andut their heart is far from nigMark 7:6).
play.” The rules of language being whakccording to Ephesians 5:19, as we sing
they are, there is only one correct interprpraise to the Lord, we are to make melod3§
tation of what the Bible says, in the mattén our hearts to the Lord. That is why, in:
of singing in the worship of the church. the churches of Christ, we simply obey the:

But there are so many in the releommand to sing, in the worship we offer:
gious world who will not abide by what théo God. Anything more or less than thatt
Bible says, and who are determined to uamuld be sinful. :
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Quotable Quotations

“Our church does not use
musical Instruments, as
harps and psalteries, to
praise God withal, that she

may not seem to Judaize.”
—Thomas Aquinas

“The organ in the worship 1s
the msigma of Baal! The
Roman Catholics borrowed it

from the Jews.”

—Martin Luther

“The of God,
doubt, can, properly speak-

name no
ing, be celebrated only by
the articulate voice.”

—John Calvin

“The use of such instruments
of music, in the Christian
Church, 1s without the sanc-
tion and against the will of

God...they are sinful.”

—Adam Clarke

“I have no objection to in-
struments of music In our
chapels, provided they are

neither heard nor seen.”
—John Wesley

[EDITOR’S NOTE: The

preceding quotations come

from The Amazing History of

Instrumental Music, parts 1
and 2, by Allen Webster.

Contact us for a free copy of

both.]
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“Let the word of
Christ dwell in
Yyou richly in all
wisdom;
teaching and
admonishing
one another in
psalms and
hymns and
spiritual songs,
singing with
grace in your
hearts to the
Lord.”

—Colossians
316

Singing is a Form of Teaching

‘Acts 16:25 through 34oners could easily haveprinciple that Paul wrote
records the account ofescaped, but they remainedbout in Colossians 3:16—
how the jailer for the an-together with Paul and Si-singing is a form of teach-
cient city of Philippi was las (Acts 16:27,28). Thising. The words of the

converted to Christianity.made such an impressiopsalms, hymns and spiri-
In the course of the dayupon the jailer that hetual songs that Christians
Paul and Silas were arwanted to know, rightsing are not meaningless.
rested, beaten and put ithere and then, what helhey can teach people
the jail, because they hadnust do to be saved (Actsabout faith in God, the im-
helped a young girl who16:29-32). When he andoortance of obeying God,
was possessed by a demdms household had heardhe importance of remain-
(Acts 16:16-23). The jailerthe gospel of Christ, theying faithfully committed to

put them in his most se-all obeyed it and wereGod, etc. That is why it is
cure cell and bound theirsaved from their sins (Actsimportant for Christians to
hands and feet (Actsl16:33,34). pay attention to the words
16:24). "And at midnight _ o . of the songs they sing, and
Paul and Silas prayed, anoln this account., 't_ IS E’V"sing only those songs that
sang praises unto God:dent that th? S|'ng|ng F)‘F’lu<Ls\ctually teach the truth. It
and the prisoners heardanq_ Sl'las _d!d’ n that. OIdis also why it is important
theni (Acts 16:25). That Phlllpplan jail, had a d'r?thor every Christian to sing
night, an earthquake strucl'<mpaCt_ gn the C(_)nversf'ontogether in the worship
the city and damaged thepf the jailer and his family. service; so they may learn

jail (Acts 16:26). The pris- It is living proof of the and teach others. Pp
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“Making Melody in Your Heart”

hy don’t members Ephesians 5:19 is theing done anything more than
of the churches of preeminent passage on theing and it's easy to see wh

Christ use me- subject of singing. It indi- we do what we do in the "Speaking
chanical instruments of mu- cates, first of all, that singing churches of Christ! to
People offer many

sic, when they sing in their is a verbal action; Speaking

worship services? This is theto yourselves.”. Second, it = | e _ yOUI'SEIVES
objections to singing without<

echanical instruments o IN Psalms

question that crosses thendicates where Christians

minds of most who come andare to make melody, as the;/ﬂrI o hib. b h
music |r_1 Wprs ip, but t €and hymns
apottom line is that the New

visit us. When people visit us sing. It doesiot say that they
Testament does not authoriz@nd

for the first time, they won- should do so on a piano, or
der, “Where’'s the piano? guitar, but rather, .!.making h ¢ b _ Ci
e use of such equipment i ¢yiritual
the worship of the church P

Where's the organ? Where’'smelody in your heart...In
Those who play “fast anc SONQgS,

the drum set and the five-the Bible, the wordHteart' is
piece band?” Some mistak-frequently used to refer toI + with th d
oose” Wi e command- ;i :
ingin n
.. ments of the Lord are gams ging a d

enly think that we do not one’s brain; For as he thin-

make use of such things sim-keth in his heart, so is i -

ply because it is ouradition he..” (Pro. 23:7; cf. Mat. bImg t.he He will ngt hold maklng

to sing “a capella.” Our sing- 5:28; 2 Cor. 9:7). Ephesiansthe'_r disrespect of His Worc melody in
ing has nothing at all to do 5:19 specifies that Christiansa_ga'nSt them. The Lord .ha

with tradition and everything ought to sing, and rules outg've_n us _ample .Warnl.ng your heart
to do with what is authorized the playing of instruments, or 2gainst taking liberties with to the Lord”
by the Word of God (Col. the clapping of hands, or theHIS Word (Rev. 22:18,19).
3:17). The Bible authorizesimitation of those sounds. On the.Day of Jgdgment _Ephesians
Christians to 8ing” so that Couple that with the com- many will be surprlsed. tha .

is what we do (1 Cor. 14:15; plete lack of Biblical exam- they are on the wrong side ¢ 5:19

Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). ples of Christians ever hav-things (Mat. 7:21-23). Pp

Web Sites That Won't Waste Your Time...

The Gospel Broadcasting Network is a 24-hours per day, 7-days per week television network,

which airs programming exclusively produced by members of the churches of Christ. Watch their live

: www.gbntv.org video stream, or archived programs at their web site.

Apologetics Press is a group of Christians who are dedicated to the publication of printed materials
A

and audio/video materials, which are designed to refute atheism and advocate for Biblical Christianity.

Their web address is www.apologeticspress.org.

Focus Press is a group of Christians who are also dedicated to the publica-
tion of various materials, which are designed to refute atheism and advocate

for Biblical Christianity. Their web address is www.focuspress.org.
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: wWhy Do Christians Sing? :
: It has been rightly observed that there !
: are more songs written about love :
I than about any other subject. When
| Madisonville Church of Christ one falls in love, his spirit soars, his
| Sunday Morning Bible Study heart becomes light as a feather, and |
I _9:30 am. his soul wants to sing out the news to !
' _ _ world. It is no different, when one falls
: Sunday Morning Worship in love with the Lord. He expects His :
I —10:30 a.m. people to want to sing, so He com- |
I Sunday Evening Worship mands them to indulge their desire
| _6:00 pm. with psalms and hymns and spiritual |
I songs. It is the duty of every Christian
I Wednesday Evening Bible Study to give God the singing He wants to |
: —7:00 p.m. hear. Therefore, we present this study :
I A Chrice-Preachin Bible-Toachine Chusch of what the Bible says about singing.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT FREE Bible Correspondence Course!

& A compleTe survey of The whole Bible in Twelve

lEssons.

Study in THe privacy of your own HomE AT yOUR
OWN PACE.

Absolutely free of charge (we will nor soliciT
you for ANy donaTions).

Cerrificate presented upon compleTion.

Call or write 10 THe Madisonville Church of
Christ 10 REQUEST ENROLIMENT.

AN excellent aid 10 A personal study of The
SCRIPTURES.

LESSON ONE . Rr
BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE ¢ Elevates The impoRrTance of The Biblical Text

BY JORN W. HURT over THE OpiNioNs of MEN.



